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WORLD'S LARGEST PRACTICES

World Architecture 100

RANK RANK PRACTICE NAME COUNTRY ARCHITECTS ARCHITECTS FEE INCOME 2008
2009 2008 2008 2007 (US$ MILLIONS)

1 1 l GENSLER USA 1,360 1,216 Over 300m

2 4 é AEDAS UK 1,250 1,020 Over 300m

3 5 é FOSTER & PARTNERS UK 1,067 913 280-289m

4 2 ê HOK USA 1,022 1,205 Over 300m

5 3 ê NIKKEN SEKKEI Japan 985 1,174 Over 300m

6 6 l SKIDMORE OWINGS & MERRILL USA 880 838 Over 300m

7 8 é RMJM UK 840 709 140-149m

8 7 ê BDP INTERNATIONAL UK 785 717 230-239m

9 New IBI GROUP Canada 780 90-99m

10 9 ê HKS USA 762 651 200-209m

11 13 é WOODS BAGOT Australia 729 538 120-129m

12 11 ê P&T ARCHITECTS & ENGINEERS China 648 572 120-129m

13 10 ê ATKINS UK 633 622 180-189m

14 14 l PERKINS EASTMAN USA 580 520 150-159m

W
orld Architecture Top 100 is a
unique, annual publication, now
in its 16th year, which contains
the definitive listing of the world's

largest architecture practices based on the
number of architects they employ. Question-
naires are sent to thousands of firms world-
wide every autumn, and the charts and tables
are assembled from the data they supply.

This year we have been especially strict. In
previous years firms have been asked to declare
the number of fee-earning architects they
employ; this time the wording of the question
was amended to ªregistered architectsº. The
point of the change is to arrive at a common
definition of the term ªarchitectº. Some of the
changes in the league table of large firms will
undoubtedly be explained by this change in the
way the question was asked. Firms that have
slid down the table may not employ fewer
architects; they may simply have categorised
them differently. 

Interestingly, the names at the top of the list
have not changed much over the years. Gensler
tops the list, as it did last year. HOK, Aedas,
BDP and SOM have also appeared in the top 10
on a regular basis. Foster & Partners has slowly
risen up the upper echelons of the rankings, and
is listed third this year. RMJM, too, has been 
rising steadily Ð this year it comes in 7th, up
from 23rd three years ago.

The lower end of the list is also worth a look.
In 2005 a firm with only 70 architects could
squeeze into the Top 100. By 2008 practices

needed 103 architects to make the list. This year,
however, the qualifying number has dropped
back to 92 Ð although the practice occupying
50th place this year has more architects (203)
than its equivalent last year (190). The new eco-
nomic forces are only just beginning to bite, so
comparing this year's figures with those for 2010
will make very interesting reading.

 The data for the rankings and tables in this

publication was gathered by UK communica-
tions agency Camargue, on behalf of Building
Design. Details and listings are based on the
results of a survey which was issued in October
2008 and analysed the following month. 
The listings contained within this publication
are therefore based on declarations from the
practices themselves. The survey was emailed
to more than 1,000 practices worldwide.

2008
1 Gensler
2 HOK
3 Nikken Sekkei
4 Aedas
5 Foster & Partners 
6 SOM
7 BDP 
8 RMJM
9 HKS
10 Atkins

2007
1 Nikken Sekkei
2 Gensler
3 HOK
4 Aedas
5 SOM
6 BDP 
7 Perkins & Will
8 Foster & Partners
9 RTKL Associates
10 HKS

2006
1 HOK
2 Nikken Sekkei
3 Gensler
4 BDP
5 SOM
6 Aedas 
7 Perkins & Will 
8 NBBJ
9 HKS
10 P&T Architects 

& Engineers

2005
1 Nikken Sekkei
2 HOK
3 Gensler 
4 NBBJ
5 BDP
6 Foster & Partners
7 Perkins & Will
8 SOM
9 P&T Architects 

& Engineers
10 Leo A Daly

TOP 10 FIRMS OVER PAST FOUR YEARS

Note: From 2007 the survey was edited to the largest 100 practices.

TOP 1O0 FIRMS RANKED BY NUMBER OF REGISTERED ARCHITECTS

The annual survey of firms ranked by how many registered architects they employ
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15 15 l SMITHGROUP USA 478 459 110-119m

16 22 é PERKINS & WILL USA 475 353 220-229m

17 18 é CALLISON USA 458 437 180-189m

18 19 é BURT HILL USA 456 390 160-169m

19 17 ê NBBJ USA 455 442 190-199m

20 21 é CANNON DESIGN USA 426 365 120-129m

21 20 ê NIHON SEKKEI Japan 390 379 110-119m

22 New GHD Australia 389 120-129m

23 55= é STANTEC ARCHITECTURE Canada 370 180 140-149m

24 26 é WOODHEAD Australia 365 320 50-59m

25= 28 é CHAPMAN TAYLOR UK 350 307 90-99m

25= 32 é DLR GROUP USA 350 295 110-119m

27 25 ê BROADWAY MALYAN UK 347 322 100-109m

28 31 é ZIMMER GUNSUL FRASCA ARCHITECTS USA 325 299 10-19m

29 24 ê LEO A DALY USA 310 327 190-199m

30 27 ê KUME SEKKEI CO Japan 305 311 80-89m

31 New ATP ARCHITECTS & ENGINEERS Austria 303 40-49m

32 30 ê WHITE ARKITEKTER Sweden 300 300 60-69m

33 34 é ARCHIAL GROUP (formerly SMC) UK 285 258 70-79m

34 New KUNWON ARCHITECTS South Korea 277 60-69m

35 39 é KEO INTERNATIONAL CONSULTANTS Kuwait 271 228 140-149m

36 41 é BENOY UK 270 223 70-79m

37= 16 ê CAPITA ARCHITECTURE UK 250 450 50-59m

37= 45= é VALODE ET PISTRE ARCHITECTS France 250 210 80-89m

39 36 ê HBO & EMTB Australia 245 245 50-59m

40 12 ê RTKL ASSOCIATES USA 243 556 260-269m

41 40 ê OFFICE FOR METROPOLITAN ARCHITECTUREHolland 235 225 70-79m

42 35 ê KLINGSTUBBINS USA 234 250 100-109m

43 New GANSAM PARTNERS South Korea 233 70-79m

44 49 é ELLERBE BECKET USA 225 200 40-49m

45= 42 ê LEIGH & ORANGE China 220 220 30-39m

45= New LINK SIGNATUR A/S Norway 220 40-49m

47 72 é ACXT-IDOM Spain 217 145 60-69m

48 48 l JSK ARCHITECTS Germany 215 201 90-99m

49 60= é GVA & ASSOCIATES Mexico 205 175 30-39m

50 60= é ALLIES & MORRISON UK 203 175 40-49m

51 38 ê HAMILTONS ARCHITECTS UK 201 230 40-49m

52= New AREP GROUP France 200 40-49m

52= New DEWAN ARCHITECTS & ENGINEERS UAE 200 70-79m

54 52 ê ARKITEKTFIRMAET C F MéLLER Denmark 196 186 40-49m

55 43 ê COOPER CARRY. USA 195 219 60-69m

56 New KMD ARCHITECTS USA 190 50-59m

57 60= é ISHIMOTO ARCHITECTURAL & ENGINEERINGJapan 185 175 40-49m

58 55= ê WONG TUNG & PARTNERS China 180 180 30-39m

59 New PBK ARCHITECTS USA 179 60-69m

60 67 é ARCHETYPE GROUP Vietnam 177 159 10-19m

61= 65 é CP KUKREJA ASSOCIATES India 165 165 5-9m

61= New DP ARCHITECTS Singapore 165

63= 66 é HENN ARCHITEKTEN Germany 160 160 40-49m

63= 54 ê SHEPPARD ROBSON UK 160 182 30-39m

65 68 é HKR ARCHITECTS Ireland 158 157 40-49m

66= 59 ê 3D REID UK 155 177 40-49m

66= 73 é NILES BOLTON ASSOCIATES USA 155 143 20-29m

68= 53 ê AUKETTFITZROYROBINSON UK 153 183 40-49m

68= 86= é BATES SMART PTY Australia 153 118 40-49m

70 70 l MURRAY O'LAOIRE ARCHITECTS Ireland 150 149 30-39m

RANK RANK PRACTICE NAME COUNTRY ARCHITECTS ARCHITECTS FEE INCOME 2008
2009 2008 2008 2007 (US$ MILLIONS)
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WORLD'S LARGEST PRACTICES

RANK RANK PRACTICE NAME COUNTRY ARCHITECTS ARCHITECTS FEE INCOME 2008
2009 2008 2008 2007 (US$ MILLIONS)

71 76= é WILSON ASSOCIATES USA 149 125 50-59m

72 96 é FXFOWLE ARCHITECTS USA 147 106 30-39m

73= 64 ê KSP ENGEL UND ZIMMERMANN Germany 144 167

73= 50 ê PRP ARCHITECTS UK 144 190 40-49m

75 74= ê PRC GROUP UK 140 138 10-19m

76 74= ê SCHMIDT HAMMER & LASSEN Denmark 138 138 10-19m

77 86= é DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE BUREAU (DAR)UAE 124 118 80-89m

78 102 é ARTE CHARPENTIER France 122 100 30-39m

79 88 é KASIAN ARCHITECTURE Canada 121 116 40-49m

80= 89= é LANGDON WILSON INTERNATIONAL USA 120 115 40-49m

80= New SHOWA SEKKEI Japan 120 30-39m

82 76= ê SWANKE HAYDEN CONNELL ARCHITECTSUSA 119 125 50-59m

83 97 é DIAMOND & SCHMITT ARCHITECTS Canada 118 104 10-19m

84 92 é BBG-BBGM USA 116 114 30-39m

85 115 é PAGE SOUTHERLAND PAGE USA 115 80 80-89m

86= 82 ê GRESHAM SMITH & PARTNERS USA 114 121 90-99m

86= 37 ê WATG USA 114 232 70-79m

88 98= é SHW GROUP USA 113 103 70-79m

89 110 é TABANLIOGLU ARCHITECTURE Turkey 112 85 90-99m

90 95 é WDG ARCHITECTURE USA 108 108 20-29m

91- 112 é DEVEREUX ARCHITECTS UK 105 82 20-29m

92= 98= é DESTEFANO & PARTNERS USA 103 103 20-29m

92= 89= ê HARLEY ELLIS DEVEREAUX USA 103 115 50-59m

94= 105 é ALBERT SPEER & PARTNER Germany 100 95 10-19m

94= New REDDY ARCHITECTURE Ireland 100 10-19m

96 113 é SCOTT BROWNRIGG UK 98 82 30-39m

97 83= ê ART & BUILD Belgium 96 120 10-19m

98= 76= ê DAVID CHIPPERFIELD ARCHITECTS UK 93 125 20-29m

98 162 é HEERIM ARCHITECTS South Korea 93 12 160-169m

100= 101 é FLAD & ASSOCIATES USA 92 101 70-79m

100= 81 ê FRCH DESIGN WORLDWIDE USA 92 122 30-39m

100= New P!YRY ARCHITECTS Finland 92 10-19m

Looking over past issues of World
Architecture, a certain consistency begins
to emerge. Over a five-year period, many of
the same names appear, and generally they
inhabit roughly the same position in our
rankings. This year, for example, 
White Arkitekter of Sweden is ranked 32nd
in our Top 100; last year it was 30th; prior

to that it was 40th, and it was positioned
36th in the two years previous to that.
Some practices, with all things being equal,
seem to have a natural place in the
hierarchy of size (as Gensler proves also).

Some firms are worth keeping an eye on,
though. A small number of practices seem
to be climbing up the table bit by bit.
Australian firm Woods Bagot, which
seemed to have found its natural place in
the 20s, climbed to 13th and now 11th
place in recent years. 

Two years ago, Stantec of Canada was
listed 76th; it then rose through the ranks
to 55th (2008) and is now positioned 23rd. 

Turkish firm Tabanlioglu Architecture
and KEO International Consultants of
Kuwait have also both risen steadily (this is
the first year Tabanlioglu has broken into
our Top 100).

Just for the record, six practices

narrowly missed being placed in the 
Top 100. Each has 90 architects. They are:
3XN, Denmark; Aidea, Philippines; 
Erick van Egeraat Associated Architects ,
Holland; Henning Larsen Architects ,
Denmark;  Jaspers-Eyers & Partners ,
Belgium; Palafox Associates , Philippines.

The ones to watch

Tabanlioglu's Dogan Media Centre, Ankara.

Qatar Science & Technology Park by
Australian firm Woods Bagot.
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WORLD'S LARGEST PRACTICES

Creatives
Top 100

RANK RANK PRACTICE NAME COUNTRY NUMBER OF OTHER NUMBER OF OTHER
2009 2008 CREATIVE STAFF 2008 CREATIVE STAFF 2007

1 1 l ATKINS UK 14,099 13,400

2 New IBI GROUP Canada 2,024

3 4 é GENSLER USA 1,893 1,094

4 7 é HOK USA 1,586 752

5 5 l KEO INTERNATIONAL CONSULTANTS Kuwait 1,286 1,026

6 8 é NIKKEN SEKKEI Japan 1,228 582

7 152 é HEERIM ARCHITECTS South Korea 970

8 14 é PERKINS & WILL USA 875 484

9 19 é RTKL ASSOCIATES USA 788 365

10 9 ê AEDAS UK 738 579

11 20 é BURT HILL USA 597 358

12 13 é GRESHAM SMITH & PARTNERS USA 580 490

13 10 ê LEO A DALY USA 570 572

14 11 ê HKS INC USA 555 561

15 New DP ARCHITECTS Singapore 550

16 18 é BDP INTERNATIONAL UK 547 372

17 12 ê STANTEC ARCHITECTURE Canada 520 535

18 15 ê L ROBERT KIMBALL ASSOCIATES USA 470 456

19 86 é P&T ARCHITECTS & ENGINEERS China 432 58

20 17 ê SKIDMORE OWINGS & MERRILL USA 402 383

21 New GHD Australia 377

22 26= é NIHON SEKKEI Japan 341 243

23 28 é PAGESOUTHERLANDPAGE USA 335 230

24 21 ê LEIGH & ORANGE China 310 310

25 24 ê CR NARAYANA RAO (CRN) India 300 250

26 26= l BROADWAY MALYAN UK 289 243

27 99= é SASAKI ASSOCIATES USA 274 47

28 23 ê CANNON DESIGN USA 271 251

29 73 é WATG USA 267 78

30 WHITE ARKITEKTER Sweden 260

31 40 é DLR GROUP USA 250 150

32 160 é ARCHIAL GROUP (formerly SMC) UK 244

33 25 ê KLINGSTUBBINS USA 231 245

34 93= é SMALLWOOD, REYNOLDS, STEWART, STEWART USA 222 51

35 31 ê RMJM UK 213 193

36 36 l WOODS BAGOT Australia 213 169

37= 41= é WILSON ASSOCIATES USA 200 144

37= 44 é ZIMMER GUNSUL FRASCA ARCHITECTS USA 200 137

39= 48 é FLAD & ASSOCIATES USA 191 130

39= 32 ê NBBJ USA 191 178

41 22 ê HARLEY ELLIS DEVEREAUX USA 190 255

42= 98 é SHW GROUP USA 182 49

42= 30 ê SMITHGROUP USA 182 194

L
ast year World Architec-
ture Top 100 introduced a
major new list, giving
architecture practices the

opportunity to record the numbers
of creative people they employ who
are not architects Ð interior,
graphic and product designers,
landscape architects, urban
designers, engineers and special-
ists in lighting, for example. Archi-
tecture firms depend on more than

just architects for their success. 
So, what is an architecture prac-

tice? Gensler, for example, which
tops the list of number of architects
employed and is third in this ªother
creativesº list, is now an all-round
design firm with an architectural
focus. Atkins, which tops this sup-
plementary list is, essentially, a
global engineering company with
a building design arm Ð and
there's nothing wrong with that.

Atkins takes the lead for the second year

TOP 1O0 FIRMS RANKED BY NUMBER OF OTHER CREATIVE STAFF (NON-ARCHITECT)
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44 53= é KASIAN ARCHITECTURE Canada 181 125

45 49 é KEPPIE DESIGN UK 179 129

46 117 é PRP ARCHITECTS UK 171 29

47 GANSAM PARTNERS South Korea 169

48 33 ê ELLERBE BECKET USA 161 175

49= AREP GROUP France 150

49= 2 ê CAPITA ARCHITECTURE UK 150 3,300

49= JASPERS-EYERS & PARTNERS Belgium 150

52 47 ê ARCHETYPE GROUP Vietnam 142 131

53 37 ê CALLISON USA 141 163

54 60 é 3D REID UK 140 114

55= 79= é ANKROM MOISAN ASSOCIATED ARCHITECTS USA 138 67

55= 43 ê WONG TUNG & PARTNERS LTD China 138 140

57 PBK ARCHITECTS USA 137

58 39 ê PERKINS EASTMAN USA 130 155

59 112 é KARLSBERGER USA 128 35

60 69 é KKE ARCHITECTS USA 125 90

61 HUNTERS UK 122

62= 56= ê HBO & EMTB Australia 120 120

62= TP BENNETT UK 120

64= 63 ê BOOGERTMAN & PARTNERS South Africa 115 104

64= 53= ê SWANKE HAYDEN CONNELL ARCHITECTS USA 115 125

66= 59 ê BATES SMART PTY Australia 114 118

66= 35 ê CHAPMAN TAYLOR UK 114 170

68= DYER UK 110

68= 41= ê HLM ARCHITECTS UK 110 144

70 68 ê BENOY UK 108 92

71 3 ê OPUS ARCHITECTURE New Zealand 102 1802

72 ARIF & BINTOAK CONSULTING ARCHITECTS & ENGINEERSUEA 97

73= 65= ê FRCH DESIGN WORLDWIDE USA 96 99

73= 64 ê SCOTT BROWNRIGG UK 96 100

75= 61 ê BARTON WILLMORE UK 94 111

75= 67 ê ISHIMOTO ARCHITECTURAL & ENGINEERING FIRM Japan 94 95

77 38 ê KUME SEKKEI CO Japan 89 161

78 101 é DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE BUREAU (DAR) UAE 86 46

79 45 ê LEWIS & HICKEY UK 85 136

80 72 ê GOULD EVANS USA 83 79

81 71 ê ARKITEKTFIRMAET C F MéLLEr Denmark 82 83

82 127 é TABANLIOGLU ARCHITECTURE Turkey 81 20

83= ARUP ASSOCIATES UK 80

83= DEWAN ARCHITECTS & ENGINEERS UAE 80

85 76= ê LANGDON WILSON INTERNATIONAL USA 78 70

86 81= ê DEVEREUX ARCHITECTS UK 74 65

87= 74 ê NAC ARCHITECTURE USA 73 73

87= 56= ê SHEPPARD ROBSON UK 73 120

89 65= ê AUKETTFITZROYROBINSON UK 72 99

90= AUSTIN-SMITH: LORD UK 71

90= 149 é GRIMSHAW UK 71 4

92= AMFION Bulgaria 70

92= 84 ê BBG-BBGM USA 70 63

92= 76= ê THOMSON ADSETT ARCHITECTS Australia 70 70

95 MAKE ARCHITECTS UK 69

96 85 ê FOSTER & PARTNERS UK 68 59

97 WOHA Singapore 67

98= 50 ê FANNING/HOWEY ASSOCIATES USA 66 128

98= 139 é WILKINSON EYRE ARCHITECTS UK 66 11

100 REDDY ARCHITECTURE Ireland 65

RANK RANK PRACTICE NAME COUNTRY NUMBER OF OTHER NUMBER OF OTHER
2009 2008 CREATIVE STAFF 2008 CREATIVE STAFF 2007


